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Highlights

Highlights
In 2010, 1,839 former domestic English as a Second Language (ESL) students who 
studied at the intermediate level or higher were eligible to participate in the Develop-
mental Student Outcomes (DEVSO) Survey. There were 885 respondents to the sur-
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Introducti on

Introducti on
Developmental program delivery in the public post-secondary system

Developmental programs are for adults who are not ready to enter an academic or ca-
reer program at a public post-secondary college or institute. Some of the courses from 
these programs are made available to students in other programs who have specific 
developmental needs. Developmental courses, therefore, serve both preparatory and 
remedial functions.

Developmental programs delivered in the B.C. public post-secondary education sys-
tem include:

Adult basic education;• 
Adult literacy;• 
Adult special education; and• 
English as a second language. • 

The 2010 Developmental Student Outcomes Survey targeted former students from 
English as a Second Language programs. English as a Second Language (ESL) is a 
generic term and the training is also referred to as: English as an Additional Lan-
guage (EAL), English Language Training (ELT), English as a Second or Other Language 
(ESOL), English Language Learning (ELL), or English as a Foreign Language (EFL). 
ESL programs provide language instruction and information about Canadian culture 
to people who need higher levels of English to help them find jobs or enter vocational, 
career/technical, and academic programs. 

2010 Developmental Student Outcomes Survey

The purpose of the 2010 Developmental Student Outcomes Survey was to ask former 
domestic ESL students, who studied at the intermediate level or higher, to evaluate 
their educational experiences and to report on their transitions to the labour market 
and further education. This information is used by post-secondary institutions and 
government to:

support post-secondary curriculum planning, policy development, and account-• 
ability;
provide information for program and service evaluations and educational plan-• 
ning; and
guide educational choices for future students.• 





http://outcomes.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/DACSO/DACSO_Info.aspx
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2010 Developmental Student Outcomes Survey Report of Findings

Only 2 percent of former students surveyed were born in Canada; the largest pro-
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2010 Developmental Student Outcomes Survey Report of Findings

A number of respondents commented on the cost of their courses.

Tuition is too expensive.

I found the program to be rather expensive; otherwise it has been helpful for 
my career.

I would like the courses to be more affordable. I didn’t take courses earlier be-
cause I couldn’t afford to pay for them. 

Student fi nances

Former students were asked if they had applied to receive financial assistance through 
the Adult Basic Education Student Assistance Program (ABESAP) off ered through 
StudentAid BC. Students taking English as a Second Language courses at B.C. public 
post-secondary institutions may be eligible for the ABESAP program, which provides 
funding in the form of a non-repayable grant to students enrolled in development pro-
grams who can demonstrate financial need. Students can receive funding for tuition 
fees, books and supplies, and in some cases, transportation and child care expenses.

In the 2010 survey, 43 percent of ESL respondents said they had applied for ABESAP 
funding. Of those who applied, 85 percent received funding—overall, this means that 
36 percent of respondents received ABESAP funding.fqove 
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Appendix

Appendix: Survey methodology
Cohort 

To be included in the 2010 ESL survey cohort, students had to satisfy four selection 
criteria:
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Appendix

Reporti ng

BC Stats was responsible for cleaning and validating the data received from the data 



http://outcomes.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/DEVSO/DEVSOQuestionnaire.aspx




http://outcomes.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/DEVSO/DEVSOHome.aspx
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